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In this edition: 

 

CEOôs Column 

 CEOôs Column 

 

Welcome to our first eNews for 2010. 
We are already into the year and a lot 
has been happening. Trackwatch 
magazine is now being produced bi-
monthly, and I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank Barry Chare 
(Editor) and Graeme Walsh for the work 
they have done to get this issue 

out on schedule, a supreme effort considering the time lost 
over the Christmas break. 

If you are a member of an Affiliated Club or an Associate 
Member you will receive with trackwatch a copy of the 
2010 Travel Companion Glove Box Guide. Significant 
changes have been made to this yearôs guide giving you 
up to date information on FWDVôs Training Courses and 
Calendar of Events for 2010, while also including the latest 
Bush Fire Smart danger ratings and fire warnings from the 
CFA. Please have a close read of your new guide, and 
then put it in your glove box for reference while you are 
away enjoying our great outdoors. 

Saturday 6th February will see our first Presidentôs Meeting 
for 2010, at which we will see the final sign off on the 
2010-2013 Business Plan, and begin the monitoring and 
management of the business based on the framework 
agreed on in this document. 

Our training courses continue to increase in both number 
and scope, so if it has been a while since you attended a 
driver training course, or if in fact you have not yet 
completed one, go to the website www.fwdvictoria.org.au 
go to the training tab, and have a look at what is now 
available. 

Donôt forget if you have any ideas or comments on whatôs 
happening at FWDV send us an email, or give us a call. 
 

 

Russell Sturzaker 

Chief Executive Officer  
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FWDV President - Tony Kregor   

Well we are, into the second month of 2010, I trust you all had a 
great Christmas and New Year. This year promises to be a big year 
for Four Wheel Drive Victoria. Some of the events on this yearôs 
Calendar are shown here. 
 
Presidentôs Meeting 
The Presidentsô meeting was held in November and the Four Wheel 
Drive Victoria Business Plan for 2010 was passed. This sets the 
course for the next three years.  
 
Many of the initiatives have been presented previously but none is 
more exciting than the development of new Education and Training 
Centre at Bacchus Marsh. We are planning an open day for club 
members to come and visit the site prior to the start of stage one of 
the development. The date for the Open Day will be advised shortly. 
 
People, Places & Events of Interest, 
Past and Present 
Prue and John Hasler have put forward a great suggestion for 
articles written by club members to be published in future issues of 
Trackwatch. The articles would record historic, notable or interesting 
events and places to visit, as well as club membersô reminiscences 
with an interesting story to tell. With some club members having over 
40 years of experience, there is a lot of four wheel drive history to 
share with members young and old.  
 
The idea came to Prue recently when there was discussion about a 
number of LROCV members who had worked on the initial 
construction of the Snowy Mountain Hydro Scheme. There are many 
club members with interesting stories to tell that involve four-wheel 
driving and exploring this country on club or private trips or for work 
or study. For example, compare traveling into the Wonnangatta 40 
years ago with the comparatively easy trip it is today.  
 
What about the member of one club who is heavily involved in the 
Bush Search and Rescue? He is part of a group of volunteers who 
walk and four wheel drive into serious bush terrain to find and rescue 
people. This group was involved in the recent search for Tim Holding. 
I am sure many of you have similar stories to share.  
 
Also, going back in time, there must be some untold stories of the 
early efforts of club members with providing assistance to outback 
communities in times of natural disasters.  
 
Indigenous Reconciliation Action Plan 
 
Prue has suggested that FWDV work towards adopting and 
implementing an Indigenous Reconciliation Action Plan; we welcome 
your feedback and any suggestions on implementing such a great 
initiative. 
 
Parks Victoria are actively appointing indigenous people as Rangers 
and a number are being included on Boards of Management of 
Parks, such as in the new Barmah National Park which has a 
majority of indigenous members.  
 
 



 
 
This is an opportunity to inform non-indigenous club members about 
Australian history and culture and extend our community spirit to all 
Australians. Four Wheel Drive Victoria as the peak four-wheel drive 
body is in a position to be a leader in the development of an 
Indigenous Reconciliation Plan and I would like to see a 
subcommittee formed, made up of representatives of affiliated clubs, 
to work towards this objective and to submit regular articles to 
Trackwatch.  
 
We can learn so much from their long history, culture and 
understanding of the outback and the environment, so how about 
letting us know if you are interested in participating in the 
development of an Indigenous Reconciliation Action Plan this year. 
For more information or to register your interest call Russell 
Sturzaker CEO of FWD Victoria on (03) 9857 5209 or email Russell 
at ceo@fwdvictoria.org.au  
 
If you have any issues you believe need my special attention please 
feel free to drop me an email. 
Tony Kregor 
President 
Four Wheel Drive Victoria 
president@fwdvictoria.org.au 
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Immediate Past President ï Michael Coldham 

As you are aware FWDV have been actively working on behalf of its 
members and the 4WD Community along side AAAA and Vic Roads 
in reviewing the regulation changes to Vehicle Standards Bulletin 
14(VSB 14) 

 

We have received a letter dated 16/12/2009 from Vic Roads in 
relation to our submission towards the proposed changes.  

 

It is great news that Vic Roads are listening to our concerns and 
taking them on board before passing any changes to the legislation. 
For further information, please refer to the attached letter.  
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Correct Name of Organisation  

The name of our organisation is spoken and written in different 
ways by many people causing some confusion. Just to remind 
everyone that the correct name of this organisation is "Four Wheel 
Drive Victoria". It can also be abbreviated to "FWDV".  

 

The use of "4WD Victoria" or "4WDVIC" is incorrect. The use of 
"Association" or "VAFWDC" or variations of those is also incorrect 
and no longer used.  

 

The Victorian Association of Four Wheel Drive Clubs is the 
registered name of the organisation and trades under the registered 
name of "Four Wheel Drive Victoria". Everyone is requested to 

mailto:ceo@fwdvictoria.org.au


please note the correct name and adjust your records. 
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Gibbs Access Track Reopened 
We have been advised that the Gibbs Access Track, which was 
closed due to an unlawful major chemical dump of Arsenic 
contaminants on the Gibbs Access Track in the Wombat State Forest 
has been re-opened. The contaminants are now not considered life 
threatening according to the tests, which have been conducted to 
date. Please note that there is still an area taped off, which is 
undergoing further testing. If you have any information in relation to 
this unlawful act, please contact us at Four Wheel Drive Victoria. 
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FWDV Computer and Website 

During the Christmas break FWDV's whole computer system has 
been overhauled. It has been updated, improved and obsolete 
systems removed. This should make for much easier use by staff and 
Clubs. FWDV's website will soon have ability for all Clubs to log in to 
keep up with activities, able to enter on-line Club's latest contact 
details, and able to download financial reports and other information, 
once a password is allocated. More details in coming months when it 
is all set up and running. 
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Bacchus Marsh 4WD Education & Training Complex 

As previously mentioned FWDV's own Education & Training Complex 
is still being developed near Bacchus Marsh. It is a 30 hectare ex-
quarry given to FWDV by Parks Victoria. In coming months member 
Clubs will be given an invite to visit the Training Complex site once it 
is ready to use. Work is already underway with more still to be done. 
The plans are to use the site to deliver driver and other training 
courses by FWDV to club-members and various corporate 
organisations. 
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Variety 4WD Trek 

FWDV has partnered with Variety - the Children's charity to assist 
with marketing and promotion of the Variety 4WD Trek being run 
from 29th April to 8th May 2010. The charity event, to raise money 
for Special Needs Children, will run basically from Mildura to 
Mansfield via the Birdsville Track. There is an entry fee of $2,525 per 
vehicle. As there is a limit on the number of entrants you will need to 
book soon! As part of this event there will be a muster at the 
Caulfield Racecourse to see if we can gather more than 1,000 4WD's 
to set a new Guinness Book World Record. For further information or 
to receive an Entry Kit call the Variety Office on (03) 8698 3900 or 
email to janetteconnolly@varietyvic.org.au  

mailto:janetteconnolly@varietyvic.org.au


Back to the top 

 

 

 

Club Insurance 

FWDV reminds all Clubs holding events, whether on private 
property or not, to ensure that proper insurance is taken out 
BEFORE the event is even promoted. If you are unsure about 
details talk to the experts direct at Affinity Insurance. There is a lot 
to consider these days when running a Club, and Affinity is very 
good at helping you solve your Club insurance problems. 
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FWDV ï Needs your Help  

As you are aware, FWDV attends a number of shows throughout 
the year promoting what we are about, i.e.: Camp Host, Affiliated 
Clubs and Driver Training etc.  

 

For these Shows there is a need to assemble over 5,000 show-
bags and we will be asking Clubs to provide volunteers to do so in 
the weeks leading up to these Shows. If your Club would like to 
assist please contact Wayne Hevey at FWDV Office at 
events@fwdvictoria.org.au or (03) 9857 5209 to register your Clubs 
offer. Clubs can also supply their own inserts if required.  
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Victorian 4WD Show 

Sunday 21st February at Wandin. Hosted by the Land Rover 
Owners Club of Victoria for 32 years, this is the one show dedicated 
to four-wheel driving and a must for those of us who want to access 
the latest in four-wheel driving and camping equipment. More 
information at www.victorian4wdshow.com.au or refer to the 
attached leaflet 
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The Victorian Caravan, Camping & Touring Supershow - 
Caulfield Racecourse  

Tuesday 9th to Sunday 14th March 2010. If you are planning to 
attend then drop by the FWDV stand and say hello. Full details of 
this Show can be found at www.caravanshow.com.au or refer to the 
attached leaflet 
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2010 Pajero Challenge 

Australiaôs Top 24 Hour Navigation & 4WD Event. Hosted by the 
Pajero 4WD Club of Victoria this event will be the 19th one run by 
the Club. It will be held on Saturday 13th and Sunday 14th March. 
To find out more or to register go to www.pajeroclub.com.au Shows 
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2010 4x4 Swap Meet  

Hosted by the Dandenong Ranges 4WD Club, and held at the Yarra 
Glen Showgrounds, Melba Highway, Yarra Glen on Sunday 14th 
March.  
More information at www.drfwdc.org.au or refer to the attached 
leaflet 
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2010 Mitsubishi Muster  

Turlee Station, via Mildura Friday 2nd to Monday 5th April (Easter 
Holidays). Hosted by the Pajero 4WD Club of Victoria for all 
Mitsubishi owners. For more information or to register go to 
www.pajeroclub.com.au/home/Muster/Muster.html  
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Beyond  Hotham  

Held at Mt Hotham. Thursday 8th to Sunday 18th April. Two 
consecutive weekends of tag-a-long day trips, education, and 
entertainment. More information at www.beyondhotham.com.au 
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Cruiserkhana -  The Thinking  Drivers 4WD Event 

Toyota Landcruiser Club are holding their annual Cruiserkhana 
Event on 17th & 18th April at their property at Tallarook.  
Come along and have a fun weekend and enjoy some 4WD events 
with others having a common interest. Join with some club friends 
(2 to a team) and Compete for the new Inter Club Trophy  
Further information is available on their website ï www.tlcv.org.au 
or refer the attached leaflet 
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8th Australian 4x4 Gathering  

Held at Pomona (Sunshine Coast) Queensland. From Friday 11th 
to Tuesday 15th June. More information available at 
www.australian4x4gathering.org.au  
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Dob-in-a-Hoon 

There is a Dob-in-a-Hoon section on FWDV's website 
which Club-members are encouraged to promote and 
use within their club. Already several prosecutions 
have happened due to illegal driving activities in the 
Wonnangatta Area over the recent Queens Birthday 
weekend. Alpine National Park Ranger-in-Charge 
Mike Dower said, ñRangers successfully followed up 
on information and video evidence supplied by 
members of the public. This should serve as a timely 
reminder that Park Rangers do enforce departmental 
regulations and that substantial penalties can be 
applied.ò  
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Track Classification 

The Track Classification program will start up again early in 2010.  
Clubs will be given at least six weeks notice. Classifications need to 
follow set guidelines. Parks Victoria is again happy to support this 
program financially. Tracks are classified to suit soft-roaders in dry 
weather. More information in coming months.  
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FWDV Calendar for 2010 

The FWDV Calendar for 2010 is now available on the website 
at www.fwdvictoria.org.au 
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Four Wheel Drive Victoria 

RSL Hall, Centreway, Balwyn North VIC 3104 Australia 

PO Box 1015G, Balwyn North, VIC 3104 Australia 

Tel: 03 9857 5209  Fax: 03 9857 5260 

Email: office@fwdvictoria.org.au  Web: www.fwdvictoria.org.au 

If you wish to stop receiving information from us you can click here to unsubscribe. All future messages will include the 
facility to unsubscribe as well. Any such request will be removed from our email list. If you do not unsubscribe your email 

address will remain active on our mailing list, and this will be taken as implied consent to receive email. We advise that we 
are committed to complying with Anti Spam Act. We do not send any unsolicited email. Anyone on our database is there 
because we have done, or are doing, business with you, or you have made enquiries with us. We believe that you are a 

willing recipient of our communications. We respect your privacy and only use your email address to contact you about our 
products or services that may be of interest to you.  

 

The authorising sender of this email is: 

 Four Wheel Drive Victoria (FWDV) RSL Hall, Centreway, Balwyn North, VIC 3104 Australia 

   PO Box 1015G, Balwyn North, VIC 3104 Australia  Telephone: 61 3 9857 5209    Facsimile: 61 3 9857 5260  

Email: office@fwdvictoria.org.au      Web: www.fwdvictoria.org.au 
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